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A Message from the State Deputy 
 

My Brother Knights, 

 It was a true joy to see so many of you as we began our 100th year 

as a State Council in Burlington on July 8 ï 10, 2011.  Those councils who 

were unable to join us were truly missed; you are an integral part of our 

family.  It was a weekend of sharing, learning, planning, and a little sweat-

ing (sorry for the warm temperatures).  The exceptional job done by the 

host Council of Burlington, 3498, was only surpassed by your team of Directors and Chairmen 

leading our service program. 

 Under the motto, We Are Called they have developed a tremendous offering of pro-

grams. Many of these programs which are new to North Carolina, will challenge each of us to 

be stewards of our talents and live out our faith while serving The Church, our Families and our 

Communities.  The State Council, through input from both the Supreme and local councils, has 

developed a mission statement to align our programs as well as the support we provide to one 

another on the State Council team.  Details on the revised state organization, programs and con-

tact information can be obtained from both the website and the Tar Heel Knight. 

 As we celebrate our State Councilôs 100th anniversary, let us explore new and improved 

ways of functioning as a team in the true spirit of the Knights of Columbus.  We will continue 

helping team members in need of assistance (Charity), and working cooperatively on programs, 

initiatives and causes (Unity), all with a spirit of brotherly love. 

Thanks and God Bless,  

Greg Kent  

NC State Deputy  

www.catholicvoicenc.org 

U 

P 

http://www.catholicvoicenc.org
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 We, the Knights of Columbus family of 

North Carolina, formed out of the inspira-

tion and love of Father Michael J McGiv-

ney, are a welcoming, Eucharist-centered, 

and culturally diverse Order of Catholic 

gentlemen.   

  

 Together, with the involvement of our 

families, we strive to exemplify our Orderõs 

principles of charity, unity, fraternity, and pa-

triotism.  As stewards of our Orderõs legacy, 

we endeavor to answer His call in solidarity 

with the priesthood, respecting life, defending 

of our faith and family and serving our fel-

low man. 

North Carolina Knights of Columbus 

Mission Statement 
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Brothers All, 
 
 Many, many thanks for the great turnout at the Organizational Meeting! I think we were all 
a little surprised at the turnout on Friday night for the time and talent displays. You are to be com-
mended for taking the time to visit with the various exhibitors and not only listen, but to discuss 
with them their subject display. All of the vendors were most thankful for the event, especially the 
one on one talks with the attendees and families. That is what made it so great ð family involve-
ment.   
 
 The Saturday morning Mass and the eloquence of Msgr. Marcaccio was a tremendous start 
to the meeting. Our aim was to keep the meeting rolling along and I think the presenters did a 
pretty good job of keeping their speeches on target and to the point was a big plus. 
 
 We have received many, many good comments regarding the format, location (school hall, 
gymnasium), etc. and hopes we consider the same for next Org. Meeting. We would hope for big-
ger and better in our planning for next year. 
 
 The entire State Council owes Pius X Council 3498 and Grand Knight John Farrell many 
thanks and gratitude for a job well done! This was our first shot at something different for the Org. 
Mtg. and they were behind us 100% throughout the planning process and then implementation. 
They will have a lot to bring to the planning table to assist us in our thoughts for the future. 
 
 One of our biggest changes this year is the State Directory. Supported by Webmaster Tom 
Riley, we will be utilizing the State Website for the potential it has to bring us information with a 
push of the button. All Councils are requested to enter the required information for the GK, FS, 
Chaplain and meeting information ASAP. FDD Ed Kane and PGK Tom Riley are working hard to 
insure all areas are working properly. 
 

 Please take the time to utilize the website for information on activities, mem-
bership, youth, etc. And please, if you have a question, call or e-mail us, do not let 
questions go unanswered as we are here to serve you! 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
Jack Murray, State Secretary  



4 

July 2011 Volume 35 - No. 01 

Worthy Brothers All!   
 

I truly hope this edition of the THK finds each one of you well in your corner of North Carolina.  
 

 First of all, I would like to thank-you for allowing me to be a part of your leadership team 
for the Knights of Columbus in North Carolina.  It is an honor for me to be able to serve you in 
the capacity of State Treasurer. 
 

 Wow!  What a fantastic Organizational Meeting held in Burlington.  I cannot thank all who 
participated enough to make the event a success.  The Directors and Chairman, presenting our pro-
grams did an absolutely outstanding job.  Those of you Regional District Deputies, District Depu-
ties, and Council members who attended, we would like to express our thanks, first of all for com-
ing and for your patience as we worked through some hiccups.  Thanks for being understand-
ing.  Most importantly, a huge thank-you goes to Council 3498 and the Blessed Sacrament family 
for hosting the event.  Logistically, this was a very difficult endeavor.  So, thank-you to all who par-
ticipated. 
 

 If you werenõt able to attend, much of the information presented at the Saturday meeting 
will be posted on our website at www.kofcnc.org.  Please go there and check out some many of our 
new initiatives.  Make sure to drop a note to the webmaster, Tom Riley, and thank him for his ef-
forts. 
 

 Many of you who attended the State Convention in May and heard Mike Durbinõs closing 
meditation, and I have used to close many of the meetings that I have been privileged to attend, 
have asked that it be published.  Truly a great meditation, especially when things arenõt quite going 
your way ð here it is: 
 

Remember Christian soul, that you have this day and every day of your life: 
 

God to glorify, 
Jesus to imitate, 

The Angels and Saints to invoke, 
A soul to save, 

A body to mortify, 
Sins to expiate, 

Virtues to acquire, 
Hell to avoid, 

Heaven to gain, 
Eternity to prepare for, 

Time to profit by, 
Neighbors to edify, 

The world to despise, 
Devils to combat, 

Passions to subdue, 
Death perhaps to suffer, and Judgment to undergo. 

 

May Christõs Peace be with each of you! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
Colin Jorsch 
State Treasurer  

http://www.kofcnc.org
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State Advocate Report 
 

Worthy Brothers all, 
 

 As you look back on what your council accomplished last year, I am sure you can point to 
many programs that were very successful. Thatõs great. You need to be very proud of what you 
accomplished. Your successes have helped your Church, your community and your members and 
their families. 
 

 At the recent State Organizational meeting in Burlington, I saw a lot of excitement. Many 
people were looking for ways to do things better. On Friday night, everyone had the opportunity 
to talk one on one when the many Directors and Chairmen that we have available to help. We 
also had representatives of organizations that we should be supporting. It went extremely well 
and we received many recommendations to do it again next year. On Saturday, we had the oppor-
tunity to hear from our Directors and Chairmen. They shared with us the many exciting program 
opportunities that we have available for us. It also gave everyone an opportunity to better under-
stand what expanded resources are available to help you be successful in your Council. The new 
organizational chart on the State website and is being updated almost daily. Go take a look at it at 
www.kofcnc.org. 
 

 To be successful again this year, I encourage you to plan what programs you plan to do 
and when. Proper planning will make them much better. Then I ask you to report your best pro-
gram in Church, Community, Council, Family, Youth, Membership and Pro-Life to me. By doing 
this, you will be giving other Councils the opportunity to read and possibly implement your great 
program in their area.  
 

 The first reporting period is from April 1st through September 30th. I need all of your 
great write ups to me by October 15th. You can e-mail them to me at Jnussbaum@nc.rr.com or 
mail them to me at 107 Wellington Drive, Knightdale NC  27545. I will them assemble them to 
go to each of the Directors for judging. You donõt have to wait until the deadline to submit. As 
of right now, I have one program entry.  
 

I am looking forward to a great year. If you need my help on anything, please drop me an e-mail. 
 
Fraternally yours in Christ,      
 
John Nussbaum 
State Advocate 

http://www.kofcnc.org/
mailto:Jnussbaum@nc.rr.com
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Worthy Brothers, 
 

 The first thing I would like to do is thank all those who supported me and voted for me 
to be your State Warden. Since being elected I have been very busy working with the rest of the 
State Officers preparing for this year's activities. The schedule is a busy one, but I look forward 
to working closely in any way I can to do the work of the Order and to make the North Carolina 
Jurisdiction the best it can be. 
 

 As part of my duties I receive all forms that are submitted to Supreme such as Form 185 
Election of Council Officers and Form 365 Program Personnel, as well as the Form SP-7 which 
is the Columbian Award. Supreme has reduced the need to send things through the mail and 
these forms may be submitted electronically. However, the program they use does not provide a 
copy for me to keep as the warden. So please make sure that you put a copy in the mail so that I 
have a record in the event your submission is not received at supreme. Lastly, make sure you 
print any copies you may need prior to clicking the submit button. 
 

 These forms are important for the council to function. Supreme uses the 185 to send in-
formation to all the new officers and the 365 allows them to send articles and information for the 
various programs. They send the information directly to the particular chairman in your council. 
The SP-7 is for recognition for your council for utilizing the various programs sponsored by your 
council and the Order in the service of the Order. These are just a few examples of the forms 
that you will be hearing about. There will be others as the year progresses.  
 

 Again, I thank all of you and look forward to the next two years of service to you as your 
warden. If I can help in any way please email me at dlange386@frontier.com.  

 
Vivat Jesus! 
Dan Lange  
State Warden 
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Do you have the right type of  life insurance? 
 

 When speaking to brother knights, they usually tell me I have òenough life insuranceó.  My 
response to them is, òWhy do you have life insurance?ó  Of course this always brings on strange 
looks. òYou are an insurance agent and you are asking why I have life insurance, shouldnõt you be 
telling me I need more life insurance?ó 
 Having the right amount of life insurance is sometimes not as important as the having the 
right type of life insurance.  Members who have term insurance may not realize that most term 
insurance ends at age 70. Many of you will live beyond age 70. In fact, it is less than 1 out of 100 
term policies that ever actually pay a death claim. Now at age 70, you realize that you need whole 
life insurance which has a guaranteed death benefit until age 120.  Plus the death benefit is paid in-
come-tax free to your beneficiaries. 
 Younger members should be looking for whole life insurance for the same reason. You can 
learn from your experienced brother knights, and buy whole life insurance now to òlock inó at a 
much lower rate. Our whole life insurance pays dividends which increases the death benefit, and 
has a cash value that increases as well (if you continue to pay your premiums). The cash value can 
be accessed for such needs as emergencies, funding education, or to supplement your retirement 
income. 
 You may be one of the members who bought universal life or variable life, which is some-
times sold as òwhole life insurance and an investmentó. However, the actual cost of insurance is 
increasing while your premiums remain the same. As the cost grows larger than the premium, they 
deduct the difference from your cash value until the money runs out and the policy lapses. To pro-
tect my brother knights, I ask that ALL OF YOU request a 20 year projection of future values 
from your other insurance companies. When you get it, call your field agent so he can give you ex-
pert advice and help decide what options are best for you. Donõt just assume you have a whole life 
policy or that all insurances are the same. 

 
Sincerely, 
Christopher Mahoney 
Knights of Columbus General Agent 
Eastern North Carolina 
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STATE CHANCELLOR (WEST) COLUMN  
Vince Cerullo, FRDD 
 

 Our State Deputy, Greg Kent, has appointed Hadon Ware, FRDD, and my-
self to a new State council position, State Chancellor.  Hadon will be responsible 
for Region 1 and Region 2.  I will be working with Region 3 and Region 4. 
 

 As this is a new position there will be some fine tuning as we continue through the fraternal 
year.  At this time the State Council envisions that the State Chancellor will oversee several aspects 
of the State Councilõs operations.  Some of these have been on- going from the State Council, 
some will be new.  They will work only with the cooperation and input from your council leader-
ship. 
 

 The vision at this point is to promote a more unified and cohesive organization of councils  
to understand, and promote their programs, and member well-fare as to sickness, death, keystone 
anniversaries, marriages, births and a prayer list among other facts pertaining to the members.   As 
soon as the logistics can be done a form will be initiated on the State website so councils can add 
information that they wish to have disseminated throughout the State, Regions, Districts and 
Councils.  

SK Emilio B. Moure, PSD 
Supreme Secretary of  the Knights of  Columbus 

December 4, 1956 - July 23, 2011 

 SK Emilio Moure is survived by his wife of 31 years, Rebeca, their two sons, and two 
grandchildren, one grandson and one granddaughter. 
 The Mass of Christian Burial will be offered by Supreme Chaplain, Bishop William E. Lori 
of Bridgeport on Tuesday July 26, at 10:00 a.m. at St. Mary's Church in New Haven. A memorial 
service will also be held on Thursday, July 28 at 6:30 p.m. at Santiago de Compostela Church in 
Lake Forest, CA. 
Expressions of sympathy can be sent to: 
Mrs. Rebeca Moure; c/o Office of the Supreme Knight; 1 Columbus Plaza; New Haven, CT 06510 
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 As many of you have heard, the Third Degree exemplification has changed.  I personally 
feel it is now one of the most beautiful degrees to see.  Please take the time to attend the next 
one in your area and see for yourself.  While you are at it, why don't you bring a friend into the 
Order and take him through the degrees so he can also see how meaningful each of them are. 
  

 With the changes to the Third Degree, smaller councils can now host a Third Degree and 
we can have as few as 10 to 15 candidates.  We are also looking at hosting some on a Friday eve-
ning without a dinner afterwards, just some snacks and drinks.  This would be a lot easier and less 
expensive all the way around.  I will try to have the details available at the Organizational Meet-
ing.  If you think you might be interested, check the current schedule and the dates we can't have 
a degree, then get with me right away.  We will schedule them on a first come first serve basis.  
Let's try to have at least 2 dozen Third Degrees in the new fraternal year.  We will certainly do 
more if we can. 
 

 We are taking requests to host 3rd degrees for the next fraternal year - July 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2012.  The following are dates that we cannot host a degree on: 
  

The month of July, 2011 
August 6, 13, and 20, 2011 

October 15, 2011 
November 26, 2011 

December 24 and 31, 2011 
January 7, 14 and 21, 2012, May 19, 2012 

  
Please contact me as soon as you can to ensure your date is locked in. 
  
Dave Onofrio, PSD 
Ceremonials Chairman 

North Carolina Third Degree Schedule 
  

2011 / 2012 
 

 

 

Degree Date Host Council 

09/10/11 Pinehurst 11103 

10/01/11 Concord 7450 

11/12/11 Shallotte 9039 

02/11/12 Clemmons 9499 

02/18/12 Raleigh 2546 
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Brother all, 
 

 I have never met a brother or any individual that didnõt have a viewpoint on issues in the 
world. But when it comes to try to do something about it they wait for an election and hope some-
one with their viewpoint is running so that they can vote for them.  Well why wait? The Social Jus-
tice Committee has just been formed by our state with the mission to push Catholic perspectives 
on the social issues of the day.  
 

 We will encourage Catholics in NC, not only Knights, but our families, parishes and others 
to back our Bishops in the state and their website www.catholicvoicenc.org and the alerts that they 
send out to those registered for their e-mails. Thus, we encourage all brothers to register so that 
they get the alerts automatically and to show that we, as a fraternity, back our Bishops just by the 
numbers registered for this website. In addition to registering to get the alerts we will encourage 
knights to get active in support of the issues by first being knowledgeable of both sides of the is-
sues so that they can engage in discussions with those of opposing viewpoints. We will also ask for 
knights to contact representatives, either face to face, by phone, by letter, by fax or by e-mail, both 
those against and those for our side of the issue. A web site will be established to allow us to know 
our representatives voting record and how to contact them along with talking points so that people 
can use their own words rather than just a standard letter for everyone to send. We need you to 
communicate to your council, family, parish and friends to back the issues. We can make a differ-
ence with your help and not just wait for the next election.  
 

Fraternally, 
 

GK Joseph J. Rothengast, Council 2546 
Chairman, NC Knights of Columbus Social Justice Committee 

  
 
 What is the American Wheelchair Mission?  The American Wheelchair Mission is an or-
ganization within the Knights of Columbus that provides mobility to those who have who have 
lost the ability to walk because of natural disasters, illness, accident or just old age and have lost the 
ability to walk. 
 By using council fund raising, private or individual donation and involving sponsoring 
churches the Knights can purchase wheelchairs valued for as much as $500.00 for as little as 
$150.00 when they are purchased by 100 or 200 count containers. 
 Our NC State Council has joined in the effort and is encouraging 100% involvement for 
councils in the state. Grand Knights and others seeking additional information may contact me at  
navydaze@comporium.net. 
 
Fraternally, 
David Wilson, 
NC Wheelchair Chairman 

mailto:navydaze@comporium.net
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 The General Assembly recently passed the Women's Right to Know Act, but sadly, it was 
vetoed by Gov. Beverly Perdue. 
 

 This important legislation proposes a waiting period of 24 hours in order to give a 
woman considering abortion the time to consider the risks, view an ultrasound image and know 
of the support options that may be available, thereby greatly assisting women and families during 
this very difficult time. 
 

 It is essential that the dignity of women, including the young, the poor and the most vul-
nerable, be affirmed through the provisions this legislation provides, especially those who are in 
need of time and adequate information when faced with an unplanned pregnancy. This step is 
critical as so many women, who have become wounded by the experience of abortion, describe 
this event as life altering, with many harboring pain and unresolved grief for decades.  
 

 The opponents of this bill claim that women have completely prepared themselves and 
have thought through this difficult decision when they arrive at the abortion clinic. But, rarely, if 
at all, is that the case. More often than not, the first contact a pregnant woman has with a physi-
cian may be a few minutes prior to the procedure, when little, if any substance regarding the pro-
cedure itself, its effect or other important information can be conveyed. Thus, having the needed 
information and the appropriate time to reflect upon it, would greatly assist women. 
 

 The Catholic Church stands as a witness to welcome, defend and respect all human life, 
from the moment of conception to natural death. As a church, we reach out to support couples 
and single parents, who are pregnant and in need of assistance, through ministries such as Catho-
lic Charities and the Gabriel Project. And when a post-abortive woman seeks assistance in her 
time of need, she is encouraged to participate in Project Rachel, a post-abortion ministry which 
supports women through the emotional and grief healing process. 
 

 An abortion is a decision which cannot be reversed. Thus, I strongly urge those in the 
General Assembly to truly support the women of our state by overriding the governor's veto and 
passing the Women's Right to Know Act. This legislation, approved by 26 other states in our na-
tion, provides an opportunity to help women make an informed decision and, please God, one 
that may also assist all parents in embracing their unborn children as precious gifts to all human-
kind. 
 

Michael F. Burbidge 
Bishop, Catholic Diocese of Raleigh 
Raleigh  
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Three K of  C Councils Help Fund Ultrasound Machine 
 

 A presentation and blessing of a new ultrasound machine took place Thursday, July 21, 
2011, at the Pregnancy Support Services of Wake Forest (PSSWF). The $48,000 machine was a gift 
to the center as part of a matching grant offered by the ultrasound manufacturer that was taken up 
and met by three Wake County Knights of Columbus Councils and other donors. The three Coun-
cils are from St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Wake Forest (Council #11234), St. Luke the Evangel-
ist Parish in Raleigh (Council #12455), and St. Raphael the Archangel Parish in Raleigh (Council 
#9880). 
 
 PSSWF CEO Amber Lehman said the Center staff and Board of Directors are òextremely 
gratefuló to all those who worked so hard and made financial commitments in purchasing this sec-
ond ultrasound machine for the Center. She explained that it will be used in a mobile RV that will 
serve northern Wake County as well as Henderson and the surrounding area. Until the van is ready, 
it will be used as a second ultrasound machine. 
 
 In making the presentation, Grand Knight Vincent Govan from the St. Catherine of Siena 
K of C Council in Wake Forest said the first principle of the Knights is based in charity; specifically 
òlove they neighbor.ó He said, òThat principle is what propels the Knights to support women and 
their babies. This initiative is to provide women contemplating abortion with the opportunity to 
see the life growing within them.ó 
 
 Ms. Lehman noted that women should not be expected to address an unintended preg-
nancy in an hour. She says women who come to the Wake Forest center are never forced into any 
decision. She says if they wish to see the ultrasound, it is shown to them. If they do not want to see 
it, they are not pushed into it. òWe work alongside women to help them address obstacles they see 
in front of them (with their pregnancy). We assist them by helping connect them with community 
resources to address their concerns.ó 
 
 The Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge, invited to the presentation and asked to bless the 
medical instrument, expressed his deep gratitude to the Knights for their òstrong commitment to 
the sacredness of human life, the dignity of women and the dignity of every human being.ó 
Calling the ultrasound machine a gift from God that is pro-woman, Bishop Burbidge noted that is 
a major reason he and Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte are supporting the Womanõs Right to 
Know Act and the hopeful, expected override of Governor Beverly Perdueõs veto of the bill. The 
Act would offer an ultrasound and require a 24-hour waiting period for any woman contemplating 
an abortion. 
 
 In his comments prior to the blessing, Bishop Burbidge said, òWe ask God to bless this 
machine so it will be a tool to safeguard the most sacred gift He has entrusted to us, the gift of 
life.ó 

 
 
Article and photos courtesy of the Diocese of Raleigh  
(See pages 13 & 14) 
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Ms. Amber Lehman, Pregnancy Support Services CEO, accepting ultrasound machine presented 
by Grand Knight Vincent Govan, with Bishop Michael F. Burbidge present for the presentation 
and blessing. 

Members of the Knights of Columbus from three Wake County parishes and Ms. Amber Lehman 
during remarks by Bishop Burbidge. 

Captions and photos courtesy of the Diocese of Raleigh  

Three K of  C Councils Help Fund Ultrasound Machine 
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Bishop Michael F. Burbidge; Client Services Director Paige Williams; CEO Amber Lehman; Di-
ocesan Pro-Life Director Jackie Bonk; Past Grand Knight Andy Kotynski of St. Catherine of Siena, 
Wake Forest; Grand Knight Victor Govan of St. Catherine of Siena, Wake Forest; Joe Rothengast 
of St. Luke the Evangelist, Raleigh; and Nursing Supervisor Jessica Naramore. 

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge blesses the new ultrasound machine.  Grand Knight Victor Govan of 
St. Catherine of Siena, Wake Forest (left) and Joe Rothengast of St. Luke the Evangelist, Raleigh 
(right) are also pictured. 

Captions and photos courtesy of the Diocese of Raleigh  

Three K of  C Councils Help Fund Ultrasound Machine 
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Membership 
 

ñWe know that all things work for good for those who love God, 

who are called according to his purpose.ò 

Romans 8:28 

 

Worthy Brothers, 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
 Recently at the State Organizational Meeting in Burlington our Worthy State Deputy Greg 
Kent presented our state theme, òWe are calledó.  This simple yet encompassing statement reflects 
the words found in Romans 8:28.  We are called, and it is evident that all things work for good 
through us as we work according to the purpose and plan that God has for each individual. 
 
 I have been asked to be part of the membership team for our State Council.  Brother 
Knights in our state will find that our State Officers have strived to serve them well in the men that 
fill the other chairs of the membership team.  The experience and knowledge that these men bring 
will greatly benefit the recruitment and retention efforts of your Councils during this Fraternal year. 
 
 During this Fraternal year the membership team will find ourselves inundated with num-
bers, recruitment goals, incentives, formulas and charts.  Each team member will be concerned 
with recruitment, development, implementation, growth, and retention.  Our Recruitment Chair-
man Rick Lewis has agreed to find ways to help Councils bring in new members.  Our Retention 
Chairman Ray Wycoff is exploring ways to assist Councils in retaining current members as well as 
bringing inactive members back into the fray.  These men have goals, target numbers for their re-
spective areas of involvement and they will relay them to you during the course of this Fraternal 
year. 
 
 Obviously I am asking you to recruit, and retain.  Yes we want quality members, yes we 
want growth.  Beyond the numbers and goals there is another side to recruitment, retention, and 
membership.  We are called, to encourage others to join us as we worship and as we serve.  As we 
go forward, I ask you to consider your calling.  I urge you to reflect upon the many blessings that 
you enjoy and that you spend time in prayerful consideration of what it means to be called, what it 
means to share the good news of the gospel, to share our Catholic faith, to share the fraternity that 
is afforded to every man who enters into our Order.  If we really believe in the Knights of Colum-
bus, then recruiting new members as well as involving and retaining current members will become 
more than meeting goals.  Sharing, enhancing, involvingémembership will be a part of our calling. 

 
GOD bless, take care 
 
Vince Higgins 
Membership Director   
vincehiggins@triad.rr.com        
(336) 918-2474 mobile 

mailto:vincehiggins@triad.rr.com
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Retention 
 
What Measures are in Place for Retention in Your Council? 
 
 Retention begins when a candidate signs the Form 100.  That being the case, what are you 
doing to retain the candidate/member?  Are you scheduling First Degrees in a timely manner?  Do 
you have an active Admissions Committee?  Does a candidate have a sponsor that will guide him 
into program activities and follow him through the degrees?  I hope each and every one of you 
reading this can answer yes to each of the above questions.  If not, you need to evaluate your basic 
council requirements. 
 
 History has shown that members who become members of the Fourth Degree rarely lapse 
on their membership in our Order.  Members who are active in Council Programs rarely show up 
among the missing on our council records. 
 
 Yes, we are driven by membership.  We are asked continually to recruit new members.  
Many of you have stated you want to recruit quality members and not just numbers.  I believe qual-
ity members are aged to perfection by quality programs and quality council activities.  How you 
keep your members involved is the key to both gaining new members and keeping them active in 
your church, your community and your council.      
 
 Every catholic man deserves the opportunity to become a member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus.  Properly recruited and motivated, he will become a quality member and will more than 
likely retain his membership in our honored Order. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Ray Wycoff, PSD 
Retention Chairman 
North Carolina State Council 
Knights of Columbus 

Webmasterõs Report 
 

 The recent State Organization meeting was a great opportunity for all of us who attended 
to meet and talk with many of our brother knights during the Friday night session.   For me, it was 
an opportunity to share information about the state website with many knights from different 
councils around the state and I received some good feedback on things we can do in the future to 
improve our ability to communicate with each other.  If your council has an event please send me 
(webmaster@kofcnc.org) some pictures with a description of the event as I am always looking for 
council activities to post on the web site.  If you have any questions or need information you can 
always post them in the Guest Book or use the contact form to submit you needs, both are 

checked everyday, and we will get you the answers.  Thanks to everyone who attended 
and shared their time and thoughts with us. Vivat Jesus. 
  
Tom Riley 
Webmaster 
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Recruiting Chairman  
 

 It is with great anticipation and enthusiasm that I am proud to serve as the NC State Re-
cruiting Chairman for the next fraternal year.  Membership growth and recruiting is something near 
and dear to me, both in the Knights and as a professional career.  So, when I was asked to take on 
this role, I couldnõt help but say òYESó. 
 

 For those of you who attended the Organizational meeting, it was an honor to meet you 
and share with you for the time we had how to go about setting up a solid recruiting program.  
Many have asked if the presentation given will be provided, and the answer is yes.  I am making 
some very minor changes in order to allow you to be able to download it in note form from my 
written notes to use within your councils as well as for personal use.  Keep checking the State Web-
site for this in the very near future, along with other materials regarding rewards and incentives that 
will be coming down. 
 

For this fraternal year, as with previous years, we do have a magic number.  That magic number is: 
 

1125 
 

 That is the membership goal this year that we are striving for.  Now, I know at this early 
stage, it may sound like a lot, and okay, maybe it is.  But, if you break this down into simpler num-
bers to manage, it really isnõt all that much. 
 

 As we discussed at the Org Meeting, the BLITZ weekends are being done away with.  This 
means that our attention for recruiting needs to be more focused on recruiting year round, instead 
of just two times a year.  This by no means suggests that we should not plan major recruiting 
events for our councils.  These types of programs are very good to do if planned an executed prop-
erly.  All the this means is that the formality of the BLITZ weekends, and the corresponding paper-
work that goes with that, no longer needs to be done. 
 

 How the numbers break down is actually very easy.  For the State of North Carolina to 
meet these objectives, we are asking each council to work as hard as they can to bring in 9 new 
Knights starting with July 1 over the next 12 months.  This means monthly, we should be seeing 
between 93 and 94 new Knights being brought in.  We already hear as of the Org Meeting that we 
upwards of 5-8 new Knights on our way to 94 for the month.  This is AWESOME! 
 

 At the Org Meeting, we learned our State Theme for this year is òWe Are Calledó.  For re-
cruiting, we added a little more to that and our theme is òBe the Miracleó.  If you look at the his-
tory of the Knights of Columbus over the last 129 years, we have been providing one miracle or 
another in support of our Faith, our families and our communities.  By lives of courage and by 
lives of faith, over 1.8 million members of the Order worldwide; over 15,000 members in NC 
alone, along with their families, have the chance to provide miracles daily.  Each and everyone us 
has the chance to be the miracle for someone else.  Beginning on March 29th 1882 to today, the 
Order of the Knights of Columbus is the greatest example of a miracle in action.  Why would you 
not want to ask another man to join us? 
 

 So I ask all of you to join me this year in continuing to Be the Miracle. 
 
Fraternally, 
Rick Lewis, FDD 
Recruiting Chairman 



18 

July 2011 Volume 35 - No. 01 

New State Family Organization 
 

 With this fraternal year, the State Council is better structured to assist the Grand Knights, 
and especially the Council Family Directors, with their family programs. 
 

Here is the line-up - 
 

¶ State Family Director - Sergio Miranda - responsible for setting initiatives and top line sup-
port for Council family directors and programs. 

 

¶ Regional Family Directors - responsible for maintaining family initiatives and regional sup-
port for Council family directors and programs. 

 

 Region 1:  Available immediately 
 Region 2:  Norman Malisos 
 Region 3:  Available immediately 
 Region 4:  Available immediately 
 Region 5:  Available immediately 
 Region 6:  Dave Benes 
 

¶ Fathers for Good Initiative Lead:  Available immediately. 
 

 We have director and lead openings available immediately.  Please take prayerful considera-
tion for these very important positions.  Contact Sergio Miranda (familydirector@kofcnc.org) for 
the opportunities. 

 

Fraternally, 
 

Sergio Miranda, 
Family Director 

Calendar of  Upcoming State Events 
 

State Mid-Year Meeting West, Jan. 7, 2012, Hickory, NC 
  

State Mid-Year Meeting East, Jan. 28, 2012, Washington, NC 
 

Annual State Convention, May 18-20, 2012, Asheville, NC 


