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Worthy Sir Knights and Brothers All, 
 
 

Worthy Sir Knights and Brothers All, 
 

 I hope everyone fared well during the recent winter weather experienced throughout 
North Carolina.  Hopefully Mother Nature is pushing the awakening of Spring as I believe we 
are all waiting for the change. 

 

 It is rather hard to fathom that we are beginning the third month of 2010 and heading to the third week of 
Lent.  Before very long, we will be celebrating our Lordõs resurrection. 
 

 With this thought in mind, I wanted to share the Lenten Reflection below which I received from the Su-
preme Council, written by Father Lou Iasiello, OFM, and former Chief of Navy Chaplains. If you too have re-
ceived it, please read it again.  I thought this a great way to prepare ourselves for Easter and our lives as well: 
 

A Lenten Reflection 
 

Give up bitterness; turn to forgiveness. 
Give up hatred; return good for evil. 

Give up negativism; be positive. 
Give up complaining; be grateful. 

Give up pessimism; be an optimist. 
Give up harsh judgments; think kindly thoughts. 

Give up worry; trust Divine Providence. 
Give up discouragement; be full of hope. 

Give up anger; be more patient. 
Give up pettiness; be more mature. 

Give up gloom; enjoy the beauty around you. 
Give up jealousy; pray for trust. 

Give up gossiping; control your thoughts. 
Give up sin; turn to virtue. 

 
 Please accept my sincere thanks to the 34 Assembly Officers who submitted their Annual Surveys of Fra-
ternal Activity forms to Supreme and copies to both the Vice Supreme Master and me.  Unfortunately, there are 4 
Assemblyõs who have either done nothing during the past year or who donõt think it important to file.  As I see it, 
this is an injustice to the members of those Assemblies.  I know that there are things done that can be reported 
such as sick visits, volunteer hours at church, (ushering, lecturing, etc.) and community service.  Unfortunately, the 
officers of these 4 Assemblyõs canõt be bothered to find out what their members are doing. 
 

 The following two items are repeated from previous newsletters.  I have yet to hear how many are coming 
to the Bi-Annual District Meeting.  Please let me know the number so I can inform the Host Assembly.  Time is 
of the essence! 

          Continued on Page 2 



2 

Continued from Page 1 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS:  
 

 The Bi-Annual District Meeting will be held on Saturday, March 20, 2010 at the Council 
home of Piedmont Council 939, 2730 Horse Pen Creek Road, Greensboro, NC and hosted 
by the Abbot Vincent G. Taylor Assembly # 779.  The meeting will start at 10:00 am with a 
light lunch served.  I would expect to be done and on the road by no later that 2:00 pm.  
This meeting is required by the Fourth Degree By-Laws and I would hope that each As-
sembly will have at least one representative in attendance.  One item of business will be the 
recommendation of at least three Sir Knight names to Supreme for the position of District 
Master.  As you know, this is a two year appointment and my current term will end in Sep-
tember 2010.  This will not be an election, only a recommendation to the Supreme Master.  
The Supreme Board of Directors will make the final decision on the appointment.  Please 
advise me by email of  the number attending from your Assembly so there is 
enough for everyone to eat. 

 
Regional Exemplification in the western part of the state.  It will be held on Saturday, April 

24, 2010, at Saint John the Evangelist Parish in Waynesville, NC.  The Exemplification 
will be a one day event.  Candidate fees are $70.00.  The class will be limited to 45 candi-
dates.  I would suggest that you get your information together and mail it to the Master to 
ensure the candidate has a reservation. A light lunch will be served after the Exemplifica-
tion at a cost of $15.00 for all non-candidates.  No additional cost to candidates as the 
lunch is included in their fee. 

  As of 2/25/10, I have 16 candidates for the Regional Exemplification in Waynes-
 ville.  If you have candidates for the ceremonial, please get their documentation and  fees 
 to me quickly.  Because of the logistics involved in arranging for this event, I have to have a 
 good count in the very near future.  Please donõt wait until the eleventh hour to submit 
 paperwork that might already be in your possession. 

 
 Please pray for our military men and women and remember, it is never too early to make 
your donations to the Wounded Warrior Leave Program.  Checks for this wonderful cause can be 
sent to VSM R. J. Singer at any time.  They should be made payable to the M.O.P.H. and be sure to 
make a notation that it is for the Wounded Warrior Leave Program. 
 
 As you elect your officers for the next fraternal year, file the report for Officers selected for 
the Term, even if the same Sir Knights are re-elected.  Also, please advise me as soon as possible of 
the dates for Officer Installations.  Since my term as Master runs through August, these ceremonies 
will be my responsibility.  Also, have alternate dates available in case there is a conflict.  Thank you 
in advance for your cooperation.  Saturday, June 16, has already be selected. 
 
 May God bless you all.  I look forward to seeing many of you at the Bi-Annual District 
Meeting on March 20th. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

SK Robert J. òBobó Grabasky, PSD 
North Carolina District Master 
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Worthy Sirs, 
 
 
 Even though the weather was horrible in February, the Knights of Columbus, 
Fourth Degree had a great month. 
 During February I attended two Exemplifications, One in South Carolina with 
76 new Sir Knights receiving their Title of Sir Knight. I must comment on the terrific 
job the Exemplification Team did. This was the first time they had exemplified the new 

Degree. Overall I thought they did a splendid performance. 
The second Exemplification, I attended was in Albany, Georgia where 25 new Sir Knights received 

their Degree. Again the Degree Team made an outstanding performance. 
I look forward to attending the Puerto Rico Fourth Degree on March 14, 2010. I have confidence 

that all will be terrific for this Degree. 
DOME FUND : For the past 2 ½ years we have been talking about the Fourth Degree raising the 

funds to fund ½ the cost of the Incarnation Dome at the National Basilica in Washington, D.C. The Su-
preme Knight asked each member of the Fourth Degree to submit $3.00 which would pay the $500,000 
needed for the half cost of this beautiful Dome. On my last report, from Supreme the DeSoto Province 
had 50 Assemblies who had donated less than 5% of their goal. Most of these had made NO Contribution 
at all. It is not imperative that these funds are collected from individuals. My reviews of Assembly Audits 
show that we do not have any Assemblies in the Province that could not afford to make their donation 
directly from Assembly Funds. I BEG of you to make your Assembly contribution ASAP so we can meet 
our obligation. The Supreme Master has asked that all funds be sent to Supreme by June 30, 2010. 

For those who are unaware of the Final Results for the Wounded Warrior Program for 2009, I can 
give you an official report. The Knights of Columbus were responsible for collecting $64,122.91. This was 
by far the largest amount raised by any organization who participated with the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart to raise the funds to send ALL of our service men and women who are in the two hospitals, espe-
cially dedicated to wounded service people from the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. I want to offer my per-
sonal thanks to all those who assisted in this worthwhile program. We were able to send 119 (all) of the 
Wounded Warriors in these two hospitals home for the Christmas Holiday season. In addition we have 
funds enough left over to be able so send any of these warriors home in case of a death in the family. We 
have already had two of these family deaths since January 1; in both cases we sent the Wounded Warrior 
home immediately. 

2010 is the year that new District Masters are appointed, by Supreme. Each District will hold their 
Bi-Annual meeting to nominate names to fill the District Master position in each District (state). The top 
three names from each District are sent to the Vice Supreme Master and I must send my recommendations 
to the Supreme Master. There is no guarantee that any of the three nominees will be the person appointed. 
That decision is entirely up to the Supreme Knight. 

A letter stating two items must be submitted by each Candidate answering the following questions: 
òWhy I am the best candidate for the positionó &òWhat is my plan to promote and grow the Fourth De-
greeó. These letters must be double spaced and not exceed two pages. These must be completed and sent 
to both the Supreme Master and the Vice Supreme Master before June 1, 2010. 

I wish each of you a fruitful and successful remainder of the Fraternal Year. Letõs increase our 
membership and New Assemblies. 

 
Fraternally, 
SK Robert J. Singer, VSM 

 rjskofc@nc.rr.com 
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Sir Knights of the Month  
 
Worthy Sir Knights, please accept my sincere congratulations and thank you both for all that you 
do as a Sir Knight and for the Order. 
SK Robert J. Grabasky, District Master 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

In recognition of  his many outstanding accomplishments and contributions, 
 

Sir Knight John Purcell 
 

is enthusiastically recognized as the Father Stanley Grubitz Sir Knight of  the Month.  
Sir Knight John is one of  the most active members of  the assembly.  He actively 
seeks opportunities to participate in Color Guards, Honor Guards, Memorial Obser-
vances, Parades, and other Celebrations.  He is a constant presence in church services 
as a Eucharistic Minister, Lector or Usher. He has been the Financial Secretary for 
the Third Degree for over eight years.  He is also one of  the most dependable mem-
bers of  the Fourth Degree, volunteering to assist in any program. Sir Knight John is 
one of a small number of òGo Toó guys in the Assembly.  He is greatly recognized 
as a significant mentor for any Grand Knight and Faithful Navigator who is wise 
enough to listen to him. 
His dedication to the Order, his Assembly, and his fellow Knights, along with his 
commitment to Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism make Sir Knight John Pur-
cell truly deserving of  this award. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

SK Jason H. Martin 
Faithful Navigator 
 
 


